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dilation with France and an understanding with
the German Protestants, should increase.
Katharine, now undisguisedly in favour of such a
policy, was full of tact; during the King's frequent
attacks of illness she was tender and useful to him,
and the  attachment to her of   the young Prince
Edward, testified  by many charming little letters
of the boy, too well known to need quotation here,
seemed to promise a growth of her State importance.
The tendency was one to be  strenuously opposed
by Gardiner and  his friends in the   Council, and
once  more attempts were  made  to strike at the
Queen  through   Cranmer,   almost   simultaneously
with a movement, flattering to Henry and hopeful
for the  Catholic party, to negotiate a meeting at
Calais or in Flanders between him and the Emperor,
to settle all questions and make France distrustful.
For any such approach to be productive of the full
effects desired  by  Gardiner, it was .necessary to
couple with it severe measures against the Protes-
tants.   Henry was reminded that the coming attack
upon the German Lutherans by the Emperor, with
the acquiescence of  France, would certainly por-
tend an attack upon himself later; and he was told
by the Catholic majority of  his Council that any
tenderness on his part towards heresy now would
be specially perilous.   The first blow was struck
at  Cranmer, and was struck in  vain.    The story
in full is told by Strype from Morice and Foxe,
and has been repeated by every historian of the
reign.   Gardiner and his colleagues represented to
Henry that, although the Archbishop was spread-
ing heresy, no one dared to give evidence against
a Privy Councillor whilst he was free.    The King